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in our community a sufficient love of learning, wit, humor, and grave 
discourse, — packed though it be with little more than the pretence and 
show of orderly arrangement, — to remunerate the American publisher 
for his munificent, and, we must confess, somewhat hazardous enterprise. 



37. — The West Indies and the Spanish Main. By Anthony Tkol- 
lope, Author of " Barchester Towers," " Doctor Thorne," " The 
Bertrams," etc. London: Chapman and Hall. 1859. 8vo. pp.395. 

Anthony Trollope is already favorably known as a novelist, and 
the effect of his training in that department of letters may be traced in 
the volume before us. His style has the briskness of movement which 
the popular taste now demands in works of fiction ; his narrative is in- 
terspersed with little fragments of dialogue ; his topics are chiefly 
selected with a view of affording amusement to the reader, as well as 
of imparting information in regard to the places visited ; and not a few 
of his incidents are suited to awaken an incredulous smile. Though 
the narrative is not cast in the form of a diary, it was commenced on 
the voyage from Jamaica to Cuba, and was finished on the homeward 
voyage from New York to Liverpool. About a third of the volume is 
devoted to an account of the island of Jamaica, its town and country 
life, white and colored population, government, etc. ; and among the 
remaining chapters are notices of Cuba, British Guiana, Barbadoes, 
Trinidad, Central America, and the Bermudas. Mr. Trollope's obser- 
vations are, in general, superficial, but they are always entertaining, 
and many of his descriptions are striking and picturesque. Of the 
present condition of Jamaica he draws a very unfavorable picture, as- 
serting that Kingston, the principal town, " is a disgrace to the country 
that owns it" ; and he expresses the opinion that the mulattoes will 
gradually become the dominant class in the island. The condition of 
Cuba, he thinks, would be improved by annexation to the United 
States ; and he concludes his chapter on that island with the wish that 
the transfer may be speedily effected. In speaking of the passage of 
the Windward Islands, he very candidly admits " the great superiority 
of the French West Indian towns to those which belong to England " ; 
and in several other places we notice similar instances of candor. Brit- 
ish Guiana he apparently regards with more favor than any of the 
other English colonies which he visited, and he has devoted more than 
thirty pages to his account of it. Central America also affords a sub- 
ject for several lively and gossiping chapters, with sketches of life and 
manners in Costa Rica, and New Granada, and a chapter on the rail- 
ways, canals, and other modes of transit across the Isthmus. 
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